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“I feel more like a European citizen than ever be-
fore” - “Initially a Eurosceptic, MEP totally res-
haped my perspective of European politics and the 
importance of the European Union in the wider 
world” - “I had the time of my life in MEP. 
I want to make Europe a better place to live, and 
thanks to MEP I made the fi rst step toward poli-
tics.” “Just continue to do what is already being 
done, as it was probably one of the best weeks 
of my life.”

Preface - Christopher Lucht MEP Germany

Of course, we were facing a big challenge when 
organizing such a big event like the international
session of the Model European Parliament. Will
the organization run smoothly? Will the delega-
tes like the activities? Will everybody take part 
in the discussions? The positive feedback in the
evaluation sheets, however, shows that we ma-
naged to meet the challenges. 

We certainly offered a lot of different and some-
times surprising ideas to the 180 delegates from 
27 EU-Member States and candidate countries 
to consider. 

The event started with the opening ceremony in
the town hall with speeches by Michael Roth,
Minister of State for Europe, the Ambassador of 
Luxembourg Georges Santer, the European Wo-
man of the Year Linn Selle, the alumnus Andreas
Sowa, and the Director of European Affairs of 

Do you think 
you can tell 
heaven from 
hell, blue skies 
from pain?
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sembled European youth. Then the Marseillaise 
was played, followed by a minute of silence and 
helplessness.  How should we proceed?  The next
step to ”business as usual“ was obviously hard 
for everyone. Some Committee-Presidents and 
the spokeswoman of the French delegation left 
the plenary to draft a declaration of condolence 
addressing the assassinations and the role Eu-
rope has to play now. 

The incidents of the day left visible traces on all 
delegates. How everybody - the Presidents, the 
Committee-Presidents, the delegates and espe-
cially, the French delegates dealt with this ex-
tremely diffi cult and extraordinary situation, how
refl ective and self-confi dent they moved on un-
certain ground, that was absolutely astonishing 
and self-controlled and proves that the MEP 
Europe and its participants have reached a high
level of political maturity. The MEP made pain-
fully clear: heaven and hell are closer than we 
think.

Many thanks to our partners and public fi nan-
ciers, especially to the Federal Ministry of Family
Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth and 
to the Erasmus-plus programme of the Euro-
pean Union.Without them it would have not be
possible to realize the international MEP-Session
in Berlin. The project was approved and recei-
ved an EU-grant as part of key action 3: 
„Structured Dialogue“. We took this special op-
portunity to involve about ten active political 
decision makers in this youth project to discuss 
with them the young people’s point of view face 
to face.

Thanks to all participants for this amazing ex-
perience. The MEP Berlin 2015 will stay in our 
memories for a long time.

www.mepgermany.de / www.mepeurope.eu

On the fi rst day fi ve resolu-

tions were discussed point 

by point in MEP routine 

fashion. But then the shock - 

nothing was as it had been 

before.
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the City of Berlin Maria-Luise Löper. A new Eu-
ropean anthem was performed by the Berlin 
singer Yansn and her rap-AG. The “free day” 
was fi lled with a lot of new elements: a boat trip 
on the river Spree including the lobbying, the 
blue-balloon action ”High-Noon for Europe“ in 
front of the Brandenburg Gate and a fi shbowl 
discussion with the former Vice-President of the
European Commission  Günter Verheugen, the 
European experts Richard Kühnel (Representa-
tion of the EU-Commission in Germany) und 
Ulrike Guérot (European Democracy Lab). In the
evenings, 24 embassies invited their delegates. 
A special highlight of the MEP was, of course, the
debate of the 10 resolutions in the Berlin House 
of Representatives (State Council). 

The hemicycle is a breathtaking “cathedral of 
democracy” and technically absolutely up to date.
After the welcome speeches by President Ralf 
Wieland and Sylvia Yvonne Kaufmann, Member 
of the European Parliament, the of rhetorial 
skill battle could start. 

The second plenary day started with grief and
deep consternation. The night before, 129 people
were killed in several attacks in Paris.
The French delegation felt the urge to say a few 
words of condolence and sadness before the as-



Sunday  8th November 

08:00 – 22:00 Arrival of the delegations at  
 Berlin - Airports (Schönefeld,  
 Tegel) or Railway station 
 Youth Hostel - Assembly Hall - 
 Jugendgästehaus / Festsaal

Monday 9th November

09:00 – 12:30  Teambuilding,
 Festsaal des Jugendgästehauses /
  Youth Hostel
12:30  – 13:30 Lunch Jugendgästehaus
13:30 – 17:00 Committee Meetings in the  
 Youth hostel and the 
 A+O Hostel

Tuesday 10th November

09:00 – 12:30 Opening Ceremony Model Euro- 
 pean Parliament Berlin 2015 -
 Berlin Rathaus / Town Hall
09:00 – 10:30 Speeches: Heads of Delegations  
 of the Member States and 
 Candidate Countries of the 
 European Union 
 Break 
10:45 – 12:15 Welcome: 
 Erhard Kohlrausch, Chairman  
 MEP Germany
 Speakers:
 Maria-Luise Löper - Director of
   Federal and European Affairs  
 of the City of Berlin
 H. E. Georges Santer - Ambassa- 
 dor of Luxembourg, 
 (EU presidency)
 Michael Roth - Minister of State  
 for Europe at the Federal For-
 eign Offi ce Germany
 Linn Selle - European Woman of  
 the Year 2015 - Young European
  Federalists  
 Andreas Sowa - Former Member  
 of the MEP - European Parlia- 
 ment  
 Mr. Gottfried Oehl - MEP Europe
  Board Member
 Akwasi Osei-Dwomoh - Presi- 
 dent of the General Assembly of  
 MEP Berlin 2015 
 Music:  
 (Yansn and Support - Berlin Rap -
  Georg von Giesche Europa-
 schule)
14:00 Committee Meetings in the  
 Federal State Representation
  Offi cesand the Federal Ministry  
 for the Environment, Nature  
 Conservation and Nuclear Safety,
  the Ministry of Defense and the  
 Willy Brandt Forum. 
18:00 Delegates and directors /  
 teachers are received and have  
 dinner in their respective Em- 
 bassies 

Programme 
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Wednesday 11th November

08:30 – 12:30   Committee meetings in the 
 Federal Representation Offi ces  
 of Berlin and the Federal 
 Ministry of the Environment,  
 Nature Conservation, Building  
 and Nuclear Safety, Ministry of  
 Defense and the Willy Brandt  
 Forum 
12:30 – 13:30 Lunch at the Federal State  
 Representation Offi ces of Ber- 
 lin, Willy Brandt Forum, Town  
 Hall and Federal Ministry of  
 Defense and Federal Ministry  
 of Environment  
13:45 – 16:15  Committee meetings (s.a.)
16:30 – 19:00  Approval panel  
 Jugendgästehaus / 
 Youth Hostel 

Thursday  12th November

09:00 Sightseeing, individual pro- 
 gramme - leisure time
12:00 “High noon for Europe” - Blue  
 Balloon Flash mob at the Bran- 
 denburger Tor
14:00 – 17:00 Boat trip through Berlin Spree -
  Riverside-Trip
 Departure Friedrichstrasse
 Delegation  meetings and lob- 
 bying on board; Snacks will be  
 provided
18:00 – 20:00 Fishbowl-Discussion - Festsaal  
 Jugendgästehaus
 Günter Verheugen - former  
 Vice-President of the European  
 Commission 
 Richard Kühnel - Head oft the  
 Representation oft he EU Com- 
 mission in Germany 
 Ulrike Guerot - European  
 Democracy Lab - European  
 School of Governance
 “Envisaging a Europe we want  
 to live in” 
 Moderation: Lena Störk, Eva- 
 Linda Kermendi and Hendrik  
 Proehl
                         

Friday 13th November 

09:00 – 13:00 General Assembly
 Berliner Abgeordnetenhaus /  
 Berlin House of Representa-
 tives Niederkirchnerstrasse  5
 Speakers:
 Ralf Wieland - President of the  
 Berlin House of Representatives
 Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann -  
 MdEP 
 Lena Störk - President of the  
 General Assembly of MEP Ber 
 lin 2015 
13:00 – 14:00 Lunch for delegates and direc- 
 tors / teachers 
 House of Representatives 
 (State Council) 
14: 30 – 17:30  General Assembly 
  
Saturday 14th November

09:00 – 17:00 General Assembly, Berlin  
 House of Representatives 
13:00 – 14:00  Lunch at the House of Repre- 
 sentatives
17:00  – 17:30 Closing Ceremony of the Model  
 European Parliament 
 Speakers:
 Christa Bauerschmidt - MEP  
 Germany
 András Sztrókay - Board Mem- 
 ber, MEP CSEE Coordinator 
 Hendrik Proehl - President of  
 the General Assembly of MEP  
 Berlin 2015 
21:00 – 24:00  Farewell Party, dinner Jugend- 
 gästehaus

Sunday 15th November 

 Departure of delegations
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The offi cial MEP-Berlin-2015-bags, specially prepared 
for the Luxembourg delegation. / Reception of the delegates 
by our charming MEP Organisation team.    

Arrival of the Turkish and the Rumanian delegations at 
the youth hostel. / Hundreds of MEP bags and badges - 
not all of them survived the MEP week.  %
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Gottfried Oehl with a piece of barbed wire from the 1989-
Hungarian-Austrian border. /
Five perspectives on Europe during the Opening Ceremony 
in the Berlin Town Hall: Maria-Luise Löper, Linn Selle, 
Georges Santer, Erhard Kohlrausch and Michael Roth.

Gottfried Oehl and Yansn are listening to the European rap 
performance by pupils from the Georg von Giesche Europa-
schule.  %
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Seven months ago I stood at a podium quite 
similar to this one and gave the closing speech 
of this year’s national MEP session. 

In that speech I called myself a European citizen.
I said that I feel a primarily European identity, 
transcending individual nation states. And I said
- probably most importantly - that

 

I based this statement on experiences and im-
pressions I collected on my travels through Eu-
rope - with the MEP or on my own. I saw a 
continent that was coming together more and
more. A continent overcoming differences based
in language or customs and starting to form and
live unifi ed identity that celebrated one another’s
differences instead of using them as lines of 
division. 

I was also convinced that the political willpower 
of those leading Europe and the European Union
was aimed at the same goal as mine - towards 
more unity and away from egoistic and isolated 
pettiness. 

I was proud of that. I was proud of my continent 
and the direction we were heading for.

Today, I would not make that same statement 
again.

I was proud of that feeling. 

Proud of being a citizen 

of Europe.

We are the future 
of this continent

Opening Speech Akwasi Osei-Dwomoh 
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Commentators talk about “The Greeks”, “The 
Germans”, “The Refugees”. Incredibly diverse 
groups with many different views and needs 
are reduced to punch lines. Anger has become 
a response aimed for. Criticism tends to be des-
tructive, and the European Union as a whole is 
being questioned almost refl exively by some as 
soon as they disagree with particular policies. 

There is no use in assigning blame to particular 
counties. Doing so would only enforce the des-
tructive mechanisms that are taking hold now. 

Also, states as a whole are not responsible for 
certain issues. By their nature there will always 
be some elements working to better Europe and 
some that are trying to hinder it.

Instead I blame a growing culture of cynicism. 
It’s easy to say “that’s impossible”. It’s easy to 
just want things to stay the way they are. It’s 
easy to blame a perceived foreign threat. It’s 
easy to reject the system as a whole and forget 
one’s role in it. 

All this is has led to cowardice taking the place 
which was once occupied by braveness and vi-
sions, and a lack of trust in ourselves and our 
abilities has replaced the “can do”- attitude and 
visionary spirit that shaped Europe over the 
last two and a half decades. 

I did not use the word “we” a lot in what I just 
said. Mostly, because we as a generation are 
probably least responsible for the crisis of con-
fi dence we are currently experiencing. The MEP 
is the best example for that. There might be no
place where the European ideals are valued 
higher. 

Suddenly it is more 

important whether or not a cer-

tain Prime Minister is wearing 

a tie than how the negotiations 

he is taking part in are going to 

affect his people. 
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The reasons for that are plentiful but do not in-
clude the individual European. 

It is much more the way some of those who lead 
Europe politically are portraying themselves and
how the issues facing our shared community are 
being portrayed to and discussed by the public. 

This development began to show during the fi -
nancial crises in the Eurozone, and is reaching a 
dangerously damaging dimension as Europe 
tries to deal with the infl ux of refugees - a dimen-
sion with actual human consequences: Humans 
fl eeing from violence and persecution, humans 
seeking protection and safety under the core 
values of the European Union - values we are so 
very proud of - cause some political leaders to 
start chipping away at these exact values. 

Fences are being built in Europe again. Some 
are calling for walls. 

Walls. 

25 years after this continent overcame its dee-
pest division and vowed itself to unity has been 
overcome by fear and bickering. 

Fear and irrationality have also taken over Eu-
rope’s public perception.

Discussions are taking place more and more in 
the abstract. Public discourse is focused much 
more on talking points and platitudes than on 
a constructive analysis of the real-world con-
sequences of policies or a differentiated look at 
existing problems and causalities. 



The MEP might be one of the best places to do so.
You can practically feel the energy that will be 
taking hold of everyone over the course of the
week. Discussions here are focused on the issues
and not so much on public perception; and - most
importantly - you all interact so intensely, both
as delegates and after “work” hours that you 
quite naturally overcome borders in your heads 
and stereotypes on your mind. May you fi nd great
new friends and have unforgettable experiences. 

With that I declare open the 43rdinternational 
session of the MEP. Welcome to Berlin!

I wish you and all of us thoughtful, inspiring and
constructive debates both in and beyond the com-
mittee rooms. Get to know each other, share 
your ideas and ideals and lay the foundation to 
make Europe a place that represents policies, 
attitudes, and identities one can again be proud 
of.

Thank you very much. 

We - and now I am talking exclusively about 
the participants of this MEP and the generation 
we represent - 

I am aware that this might seem contradictory 
considering what I said earlier and that one might
want to put me in the same corner as those I am
criticizing so loudly. I might seem cynical. But 
not because I have given up. I am frustrated be-
cause I want things to get better again. And for 
that, I would argue, we have to realize our own 
position within the context in which we are living
to then effi ciently bring about change. 

We are the future of this continent. We will - no 
matter how cheesy that sounds - be the leaders
of our communities one day. Be it as politicians,
business people or just as regular citizens. But we
cannot wait until we have reached a certain age
or position or whatever. We have to act now. 
We have to stand up, let our voices be heard and
fi ght for our vision of Europe and the world. If
we do not, us being the “future” won’t have much
use.   

might not be responsible 

for the current state, but 

we are confronted with the 

responsibility, maybe even 

duty, to act against it.
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$ The Hungarian Guest President Eva-Linda Kermendi. /
In the November sun: Gottfried Oehl, Christa Bauerschmidt 
and President Akwasi are having a coffee break on the deck 
of the Spree-ship. 

The MEP-Presidents Hendrik, Lena and Akwasi seem to 
enjoy the “Blue Balloon Flashmob” at the Brandenburg 
Gate.
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High noon for Europe - 250 blue balloons for 
solidarity and more Europe within the EU.  





We must lean 
forward and 
embrace 
   change

Speech Andreas Sowa

Dear Madam President, Presidents, 
dear Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am quite excited to be standing here. 10 years
ago I was at my fi rst MEP session, then went 
on to chair at a couple and was president at 
one installment of the MEP Baltic Sea Region.
Today I work for the actual European Parlia-
ment in Brussels, where I am heading the of-
fi ce of a Member of Parliament. 

So someone, namely my former teacher Mrs 
Bauerschmidt, thought it would be a good idea 
for me to say a few words here. So I will.

10 years. It feels like an eternity. Yet it also feels 
like just yesterday. I can still feel what it is like 
to be sitting where you dear delegates or you 
dear presidents sit. It doesn’t take much for me 
to sense your mix of excitement, nervousness 
and optimism.

Well, 10 years have passed and what has actu-
ally happened?
A lot of things happen in your life in 10 years. 
You fi nish school, go to and leave University, 
fall in and out of love, travel the world, start 
working - in my case even in my dream job. 
A lot of change. A lot of, on the balance, good 
change.

Change however, of course, is not confi ned to 
one’s personal life. The whole world changes 
around you, too. And so it has over the last 10 
years. I am however a lot more hesitant to say 
that it has, on balance, been good change. 

We made progress 

in some fi elds and 

fell back in others. 

On balance it seems 

we have not moved 

ahead by much.
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Just looking at the issues debated at my fi rst in-
ternational MEP and the ones you debate today 
make this painfully clear.

10 years ago we debated the EU’s strategy to-
wards Turkey. We have seen quite a number of 
ups and downs over the years, but I think it is 
safe to say that, looking at the situation today, a
lot of fundamental questions have not been ans-
wered yet. Is Turkey a foe, a partner or a plau-
sible future EU member? A question again more 
pressing due to the refugee crisis you are also 
debating, but not at all close to being answered.

Sure, efforts have been made to close the gap; 
the European Citizens’ Initiative instituted, the 
parliament strengthened. And yet the gap ap-
pears to have grown - populism, often directed 
against the EU and its institutions, is on the 
rise.

10 years ago we debated climate change. Today 
you are debating it again. Of course you are - the
earth is still heating up and time and again hu-
manity has messed up its efforts to bring about 
a truly workable solution to the issue.

But we do not only need to look at committee to-
pics: Things seem to be rather falling apart than 
coming together. The situation in Syria, our re-
lationship with Russia, the economic well being, 
especially of our southern fellow Europeans and 
even the cohesion of our European Union itself -
things have gotten worse, not better.

I am not a pessimist - I do not want to be a pes-
simist. I believe there are a lot of factors that
should make us hopeful that real progress is 

possible. Technology is bringing all of us closer 
and closer together; it enables us to know more 
and to know it faster. Advances in science let us 
live longer and understand more about oursel-
ves and the world we live in. And the emergence 
of a culture with a global reach means that we 
can all understand each other now, we watch the
same TV shows, talk about the same things - we 
inhabit the same world - we know that we share 
fears, hopes and aspirations.

But all of this by itself will not do the trick. These
developments have been around the last decade 
and yet didn’t facilitate the political progress this
world so desperately needs. It leaves me frustra-
ted - we could have gotten further in this time.

So what lesson should we draw from all this? 
Surely it cannot be to reminisce about the things
that could have been. No,

We, and I’ll be a bit cheeky and count us to the 
same generation, we must lean forward.

We are, on average, extremely privileged; pri-
vileged to be alive in this century; to be living 
on this continent; to be right here in this room. 
And to be young and have most of our lives 
ahead of us.

10 years ago we debated the

issue of bridging the gap 

between EU institutions 

and EU citizens. And what 

has happened?

we must instead make sure, 

make absolutely certain, 

that in the next 10 years we 

actually fulfi ll the potential 

we have to make things 

better. 
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To make the next 10 years better we must not 
only be and stay young by age, but young in out-
look, young in heart. Be young in our approach 
to life.

We must lean forward and embrace change. 
Constantly rid ourselves of the prejudices and 
perceived entitlements that keep us too attached
to the political realities of today.

If we want to see the world change for the better,
we need to be ready to see the world change. And
that means we have to be truly ready to see the 
world change. To give up things we have gotten 
used to. To accept that tomorrow will not look 
like today. Be it the family that lives across the
street, the country in which you live or the lan-
guage you speak - tomorrow simply needs to look
radically different than today.

If we lean forward, we have a chance not only to 
see good change in our personal lives; as I am 
sure you will in yours just as I did in mine. We 
will also have a better chance to see the world 
move ahead in the next 10 years and make things
better for real.

Envisaging a Europe we want to live in - The fi shbowl dis-
cussion with Günter Verheugen, Richard Kühnel and Ulrike 
Guérot shows: the refugee crisis even divides European 
youth.  

Richard Kühnel, Günter Verheugen, Hendrik Pröhl, Lena 
Störk, Eva-Linda Kermendi and Ulrike Guérot awaiting 
questions from MEP delegates.
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How to get 
infected with the 
MEP fever 

Opening Speech Lena Störk

Speech General Assembly
Your excellency,
dear fellow presidents,
honourable delegates,
distinguished guests,
ladies and gentlemen,

„Tear down walls and build bridges“

This is what our coordinator Mr. Oehl advised 
you to do in his speech during this week‘s ope-
ning ceremony. A piece of advice that I perso-
nally think is of great importance, especially if 
you take a look at the development and the 
state of the European Union today.

The 43rd international session of the model Eu-
ropean Parliament is held in a place that stands 
for European peace, unity and solidarity. Here 
in our wonderful capital city, Berlin.

Exactly 26 years and 5 days ago, the fall of the 
Berlin wall literally opened a world of opportu-
nities. After the demolition of  the separation 
between East and West, the drive for unity was 
overwhelming. It has paved the way for the Eu-
rope we have today, with all its freedoms we 
still profi t from.

Germany‘s fi rst chancellor, Konrad Adenauer,
once commented on the issue as follows, „Euro-
pe‘s Unity was a dream of only a few, it became 
a hope for many and today it is a necessity for 
us all.“

I believe this quote never lost its relevance, but
instead still applies to the European Union now-
adays, just in a different context.

Think about the millions of people, enduring un-
believable obstacles to still fi nd hope, peace and 
unity in our home.

So far, so good.
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But recent politics reveal an ugly truth.

It is marked by cynicism, selfi shness, greed and 
the desire to please, all without changing the 
status quo, thus leading to deep confl icts within 
the member states, clearly shown in the discus-
sion on the so-called refugee crisis.

My fellow president Akwasi claimed in his speech
that he refuses to even call it a crisis and I fully 
agree with him on that matter.

In fact, 

Has history not taught us well? Or shall I say, 
did we not listen carefully?

Not too long ago, our Union was given a very 
important honour, the Nobel Peace Prize, for 
ensuring peace and human rights to its citizens, 
as well as to the world.

I am outraged by the debate 

on this problem because it pain-

fully shows that we are losing 

our highest good our moral 

values, ladies and gentlemen.

It is simply not acceptable 

that EU countries are ex-

periencing a new division, 

in those who give and those 

who take. That is why we 

must resurrect solidarity 

and compassion.

This is why I call upon the decision makers to 
fulfi ll their moral duties and prove once more 
that we are a union of values, not only an econo-
mic union.

In addition to that, I am aware of the fact that 
only calling upon the decision makers is not 
enough. Each individual has got to take the res-
ponsibility to stand up and fi ght for these shared
values.

I can only congratulate you, as you took this im-
portant step by deciding to participate in this 
project. Unity is our power, so be critical, but not
destructive.

As I conclude my speech, there is only one last 
thing that I want to draw your attention to: You
all have the unique privilege of living in a system
of political participation, so please take advan-
tage of it!

You have a heart as loud as lions, so why let your
voice be tamed?

I am sure that you have not yet fully noticed the 
great impact and great variety of experiences 
this MEP session provides for you.

But let me tell you one thing, after words like 
subventions, utopia, or the good old multimedia 
campaign have been adopted to your natural 
choice of words, it will be that you realize that 
you have been infected with the MEP fever.

I wish you all a successful General Assembly, in-
teresting debates, lots of new friendships and 
most importantly, that you will profi t from your 
MEP experience as much as I did and still do.

I hereby offi cially declare the 43rd General As-
sembly of the international MEP opened.
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Lobbying on the river Spree - a very special place for 
poli-tical discussions. Unfortunately there was no time for 
sightseeing.
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You had the opportunity 

of having an immediate insight into the 

work of a supranational institution,  

and acquiring new rhetorical skills. 

But really, I do not believe that this is 

what this project 

is about. 

You are the product 
of this MEP week

Closing Ceremony Speech Hendrik Proehl

Distinguished delegates,
Dear teachers, Committee Presidents, 
and Admins,
Honorable guests,
Irreplaceable members of the 
organizational staff,

I hope that all of you, all participants of this 
forty-third session of the International Model 
European Parliament, will long bear the past 
seven days in good memory despite the horrible 
events of last night.

You came here, to Berlin, from all over Europe, 
seeking to exchange views, to learn from each 
other.

We surely will benefi t from it, no matter what 
way our future may take us.

But to me, what we are doing here is not so much
about the visible result.

Let us be honest: Will the decisions we make 
have an impact on international politics by chan-
ging the way the European Union‘ decision-ma-
kers act? Can we, by drafting these documents, 
alter the world we live in?
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If you cannot solve this problem of unwilling-
ness to work together in the framework of this 
simulation, what can you do about the current 
real-life situation?

Will drafting and debating resolutions that are 
eventually passed on to a member of the Euro-
pean Parliament change politics and people‘s 
approach towards each other?

I would like to see how. Because I do not believe 
these resolutions have any direct impact.

I am not saying your work was useless. I am not 
saying you could have stayed at home.

All I am saying is: Your resolutions‘ content will
hardly bring about direct change. I do not believe
that any single one of us sitting here can see 
through the numerous layers making up the chal-
lenges we face.

In my eyes, however, the MEP does not require 
this. The most important point to this project is
not the resolutions being written by you, but 
you writing the resolutions.

The tangible results of these negotiations, com-
posed of ICs and OCs, will not change the world, 
but the process of writing them may have, in a 
way, changed you.

The question we face is not whether these reso-
lutions are passed, whether they impact the 
“real world out there.”

The question we face is what lesson we will learn
from the past weeks, from the events that hap-
pened in the past, and the events that may still 
happen in the future.

I hope you will, at some point in the future, re-
alize that drafting these resolutions did enable 
you to alter this world. The past week laid the 
groundwork for a change of yourselves, of your 
attitude towards others.

YOU are the “product” of this week, 

not a stack of printed paper.

We live in a conglomerate of states that claims 
to be built on the principles of solidarity and sha-
red values as we have heard several times this 
week.

Indeed, I feel that, now that they are required 
to be put into action, their poor integration into 
people‘s heads begins to show.

Just as the delegation of France, I have to ask 
you: Why do we only stand together in the worst 
of moments?

but instead limit ourselves to our immediate en-
vironment and own views as long as possible, 
only to cry out in support when ignorance can 
no longer shield us?

Why is solidarity not the guiding principle we 
all follow? What are the values we are claimed 
to share, the values connecting us, regardless 
of our citizenship?

I do not know.

I cannot tell, because I have not seen them being
lived them yet.

You yourself got to see that formulations, small 
choices of words or one unpleasant clause pre-
vented agreements from being made. I assume 
you now understand why making decisions takes
so much time: Because we are not willing to ac-
cept our will may not always prevail.

If we really share common 

values, why do we not live 

these values every single 

day, 
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We need such a change of mindset, and I would 
like to thank you for having come here and for
witnessing what coming together can do. I would
like to thank you for the effort you have invested
in your resolutions and, more importantly, in 
yourselves.

The way you take, the decisions you make are 
now entirely in your hands. I ask you to consider
them wisely, for everyone‘s decision will impact 
all of us.

You have already made a decision today: The 
decision to not let ourselves be separated for 
now. This morning, and just now, you showed 
your sympathy with everyone affected by the 
events in Paris.

Do not direct this support solely to the French. 
Do not direct this support solely to the citizens 
of the European Union. 

I am confi dent that you have embraced this spi-
rit, that you will stand up for coming together 
and bringing about change.

This leaves me, on behalf of Akwasi, Lena and 
all members of the organizing team this last, un-
pleasant honor of sending you back into a world 
where you are no more than ordinary young peo-
ple returning from a simulation, ordinary young 
people with an idea in their minds.

And so I must say:
“I hereby offi cially declare the 43rd session of 
the International Model European Parliament 
closed”

Thank you for your attention.

Please, let us work together

to not let our reason be 

carried away by insecurity, 

by fear in the face of the 

unknown, but preserve 

what has been achieved in 

the past decade.

Direct this support to anyone, 

anywhere, who feels responsible 

to make a change, be it a French, 

a European, anyone.

This change is what we need. We need to move 
away from secluding ourselves and our opinions,
but instead choose unity to strengthen us.

How are the challenges of the European Union
to be managed if debates are dominated by emo-
tions and ignorance is shading our view while 
unity is forgotten? I do not believe there is much
hope for this. Some place, some time, a change 
towards understanding needs to start.

If this change towards open-mindedness does 
not begin soon, I fear it might be too late. The 
rifts between the member states deepen, tension
rises, accusations are being made within a Union
having declared solidarity as its founding prin-
ciple. This principle is being abandoned more 
and more.

I could not bear to see it being lost.

I wish for you to realize that, when the resolu-
tions you drafted cannot impact this world all 
too much, it is up to you to put their message 
into action. A message of dialogue, of tolerance, 
of understanding, of coming together, and of 
standing united.

Please, remember what you experienced during 
this week: That there are many like-minded; that
everyone‘s opinion counts, because the decisions
each one of us makes will affect so many more.

And remember that you as an individual can 
fi ght the ignorance estranging and separating us
to instead promote the solidarity we are missing,
and the will of standing together and jointly sol-
ving whatever problem we are facing. For we 
have severe decisions to make, decisions that can
only be made by us.
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French Condolence Letter 

14.11.2015 
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To the people of France, 
on behalf of the repre-
sentatives of the youth 
participating in the 
Model European Parlia-
ment session in Berlin 
from twenty-four Mem-
ber States of the Euro-
pean Union and four candidate countries. 

We have no words to express how devastated and shocked
we are about the events that took place in Paris last night.
Many delegates, including the ones writing this, have 
friends or family who were in the city, some of whom have
not yet been confi rmed to be alive at the time of writing. 
This has affected us all deeply. This was not only an at-
tack on Paris or France, but an attack on all of us as 
Europeans. 
Any act of mass violence can be seen as an attack on the 
European values, nurtured in France, of humanity, peace 
and liberty. To quote Willy Brandt, ‘peace is not every-
thing, but without peace we are nothing’. Our hopes and 
prayers are with every single person affected by this tra-
gedy. 



We must see this attack solely as what it is: an act of vio-
lence. Prejudice erupts quickly and is unjustifi ed. The EU
is home to people of various religions, cultures and men-
talities, which should enrich and unite us as one commu-
nity. Therefore, it is the responsibility of Europe as a whole,
not individual member states and their governments, to 
tackle prejudice and stand in solidarity. 

As representatives of the future Europe we are concerned 
about our current situation and what it will lead to. We 
are standing at crossroads all the time, and now we are 
facing the most diffi cult one ever. Division and insecurity 
would be the easy routes to follow; we urge the European 
youth to choose the path of unity and tolerance instead. 
With an open mind, keep forming educated and wellin-
formed opinions, maintain our 
idea of a progressive and cohe-
sive Europe with a bright future. 

We are not certain about the
aim of the perpetrators, how-
ever, we can only presume that their intention was to in-
stil ear and anxiety. But as long as Europe is united and 
keeps on hoping, no threat will be able to reduce our 
strength. And we will carry on hoping! We do believe in 
the good in every human being, or, using the words of 
Albert Camus: ‘There are more things to admire in men 
than to despise’.  

The French Delegation in mourning - after the Paris terror 
attacks the night before. It is almost impossible for them to 
fi nd the right words.
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The Berlin House of Representatives in the hands of the 
MEP for two days of plenary session - 10 resolutions are 
waiting to be discussed. 33
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Impressions from the plenary session. After the 
speeches of Ralf Wieland, President of the Berlin 
House of Representatives  % and Sylvia-Yvonne 
Kaufmann, Member of the European Parliament 
(page 41). The debate begins. 
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1. What do you think you
have learned during the MEP 
project in Berlin? 

Competences:

O My debating skills have developed, allowing  
 me to make a more informed and well-rea- 
 soned argument; that not only is respectful  
 but convincing.
O Developing a better understanding of the EU
  and the relationship help with the UK.
O Lots of interesting facts about the history of  
 Berlin (from tours to home-families).
O Respect for other people from different back-
 grounds and cultures. 
O How important it really is to “tear down  
 walls and build bridges” with regards to my  
 new found international friends.

Knowledge:

O I learned a lot more about how different cul-
 tures look at certain topics, like refugees.

O I have learnt many things about other cul- 
 tures/traditions and their school and politi-
 cal systems.

O I learned a lot about all the current problems  
 that Europe is facing and I can now make my  
 own opinion about them.
 
O I have got a lot of new ideas to solve the pro 
 blems we are facing with.

O I learned more about the similarities and  
 differences between the EU countries. I came
  the conclusion that despite many differences,
  we are more similar than one would believe.

Evaluation MEP Europe
2015 Berlin  

Youth participation for empowerment
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Attitudes:

O I already had the feeling the EU was and still
  is a good thing, so this hasn’t changed. 

O I became much more pro-European, now I
  take a look from an another perspective to a  
 certain situation, I felt myself united with all
  those others.

O Appreciation of the work of the EU in spite  
 of how diffi cult it is to agree on anything. 

O I think that doing the MEP made me realise
  how important Europe is and made my fee-
 ling of belonging to Europe grow. Europe is
  defi nitely a great thing for my country and I
  wish Europe could be (even) more united.

O I got an appreciation for what role the EU
  plays in my life. I found out that Europe is  
 an important part of my identity, although
  being a part of the planet Earth is even more
 important to me.

O As a participant from a candidate country, 
 I can see that Europe is still holding strong.  
 During this session, what I saw was a num- 
 ber of passionate, well-prepared people, ea-
 ger to discuss the works of their committees.
  In fact, I was amazed by the cooperation I  
 saw and was more than happy to work on my
  committee. Seeing the benefi ts that member  
 states have fi rst hand, I would want nothing  
 more than my country to one day be a part 
 of the European Union.

O I have learned that democracy is slow and  
 hard but very very important for EU and that
  we have to stand together to fi nd better solu-
 tions.

O I feel like I’m ready to do politics perhaps,  
 and I feel more like a european citizen then  
 ever  before! MEP was really successful at  
 letting me get to know new cultures, which 
 I really enjoyed.

O Initially a Eurosceptic, MEP totally reshaped
  my perspective of European politics and the  
 importance of the European Union in the  
 wider world. The passion of each delegation
  at the MEP revealed the commitment of na- 
 tions’ to union within the EU, the necessity 
 for interdependence to benefi t all member  
 states, and the EU’s importance to secure ad-
 vancement as an emerging economic and  
 democratic power. This passion was infec- 
 tious, and, through discussion, debate and
 discord, we each emerged enlightened by  
 our foreign allies. The relationships we each  
 forged whilst at MEP taught me not only to  
 value the diversity of the EU, but its impor-
 tance for growth and security, internationally.
  Britain is sceptical, we are misinformed, we
  lack a strong understanding of the EU, its
  creation, its purpose and its core values.
  MEP revealed the relevance of European re-
 lations in the modern world and the part that
  Britain has yet to truly fulfi l at the forefront  
 of its development. The general attitude was
  one of hope, for a bright and prosperous  
 future, across all EU nations. Sharing in this,  
 MEP taught tolerance, understanding, diver-
 sity and appreciation for argument, for com 
 promise, to ultimately achieve balance and a  
 sustainable, benefi cial future  for the youth 
 of today. 
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Critizism: 

O It is not a criticism to the organization-team
  but rather to the whole MEP. As I see it, MEP
  is about creating new ideas. For sure, one  
 has to be realistic about resolutions, but there
  were some new, good ideas. Nevertheless
  they did not pass, because everyone was being
  too critical. I realized that some people were  
 not there to come up with new ideas and con-
 tribute to a better Europe, but rather just  
 criticized everything to get good evaluations.
  For future MEP’s of each kind, I hope ever- 
 yone that is involved will be well informed  
 and knows what the purpose of MEP really is.  

O One week was maybe too short to discuss all
  the points we wanted to with our com mittee  
 and to really get to know the other delega-
 tions.

O During committee meetings, it would be nice  
 to have better technical background with  
 internet and shared fi les with better structure.

O Greater defi nition of voting rules: to avoid a
  repetition of unclear passing of resolutions.  
 With more clarity and boundaries, a recount  
 of votes, after the result has been formally  
 announced in the GA, should not be permit-
 ted. This would ensure that the MEP remains
  consistent as a realistic refl ection of the offi - 
 cial European Parliament and its democratic  
 systems. 

2. What else do you 
think could be impor-
tant for the MEP 
organization team? 

Compliments:

O Hosting everyone in hostels or host families
  and organizing all the sightseeing and the
  locations we had meetings in seems diffi cult,
  but it all worked out perfectly. Especially the
  fi shbowl discussion was an excellent idea.
O Mostly well organised, good food, very beau-
 tiful places to have the meetings in, nice acti-
 vities, beautiful city, good guest speakers ...  
 It was such an amazing week and I really  
 want to thank you all for giving me the op- 
 portunity to take part at this MEP.
O Everything was quite well organized and I
  had an amazing week, meeting awesome  
 people form lots of different countries.
O Thank you for the amazing MEP experience.
  As far as I can remember, it was the best  
 week of my life so far.
O I would like to sum up my thoughts in one  
 sentence: I had the time of my life in MEP.  
 It was so wonderful to be surrounded by 
 diversity of cultures, languages and persona 
 lities. What I liked best was that every opi- 
 nion mattered since MEP emphasises equa-
 lity. I learned so many things about each EU
  country. We were growing together, exchan-
 ging thoughts and opinions. I improved my  
 talking skills and now I know for sure that  
 this is what I want. I want to make Europe 
 a better place to live, and thanks to MEP I  
 made the fi rst step toward politics.
O The guesthouses were very nice and the buil-
 ding in which we had committee meetings  
 and GA were absolutely awesome. Oh and
  also the lobbying felt really great and looked
  professional whilst on the boat.
O The fi shbowl was quite fun. And the MEP  
 session in general too of course!
 Thanks for an unforgettable week: smoothly  
 run, well-coordinated, and overwhelmingly 
 enjoyable. Also for the hard work of CP’s and
  Co-CP’s throughout the event, in supporting  
 their committees, stimulating healthy debate,
  and ensuring a high quality of resolutions. 

Evaluation MEP Europe 2015 Berlin
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Visions / new ideas:

O From what I have discussed, I think that  
 another committee meeting should be after
  the general assembly for those committees,  
 whose resolution had not passed. It would  
 really lengthen the event, yes, but the quali-
 ty of the resolutions would improve drasti-
 cally. Also in some events at my home coun- 
 try, we had people like press, lobbyists, 
 leaders of some political groups. I was not  
 sure whether we are representing our  
 country‘s opinion or our personal one. This  
 should be pointed out maybe.

O Organize the entire event with much more  
 time given for the committee meetings over  
 more days.

O Although it is not usual, it would be more 
 effective, if committee CPs prepared a fi rst  
 draft of the resolutions with the main job of  
 the committee being to rework it to their li-
 king and / or agendas Committee meetings
  could be almost entirely digitalized - in my  
 opinion, everything would go much smoo- 
 ther.

Visions / new ideas:

O Continue with the progressive and engaging  
 work seen throughout MEP Berlin; broade- 
 ning the understanding of Europe’s youth,  
 educating eurosceptics across Europe and  
 motivating politicians of the future. 

O Just continue to do what is already being  
 done, as it was probably one of the best 
 weeks of my life. 

Suggestions:

O I think that there were too many guest spea-
 kers with too similar topics and ideas. Giving  
 the speakers different topics for their  spee- 
 ches, at least for the opening ceremony, might
  have been more interesting and rewarding.

O More time to formulate resolutions within  
 Committee’s - as this was more productive as
  team building than the actual city team buil- 
 ding exercise. 

O More photographers should attend the GA  
 and Opening Ceremony, to ensure that a wide
  range of photos, of all individuals, are avai- 
 lable to document this momentous event.  
 Making these available in high quality, online,
  would also be preferable, as the online image  
 bank can only be accessed in low resolution. 

O The speeches and the fi sh bowl debate could
  have been shorter or more interactive.

O I would love to see everyone again in a sort  
 of post-MEP week.

O I would suggest that the committees have  
 more time for writing the actual resolution
  since there was really little of it and I would  
 suggest the opening ceremony be at the ac-
 tual beginning of the week not the second  
 day.
O More free time to do sight seeing, or a broa- 
 der guided sight seeing tour would have been
  amazing. I feel like we did not see enough of  
 Berlin while I was there. 
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Political Guests:

Maria-Luise Löper   Director of Federal and European Affairs of the City of Berlin 
Michael Roth  Minister of State for Europe at the Federal Foreign Offi ce Germany
H.E. Georges Santer   Ambassador  GrandDuchy of  Luxembourg (EU-presidency)
Linn Selle   Woman of the Year 2015 / Young European Federalists Germany
Andreas Sowa   Former MEP Delegate - European Parliament 
Günter Verheugen   Former Vice-President of the European Commission
Richard Kühnel  Head of the Representation of the EU-Commission in Germany
Ulrike Guérot   European Democracy Lab 
Ralf Wieland   President of the Berlin House of Representatives 
Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann   Member of the European Parliament 

Thanks...

to our partners, sponsors, patrons - and 24 embassies from all over Europe 
President of the Berlin House of Representatives (Berliner Abgeordnetenhaus) 
Ralf Wieland - patron
President of the European Parliament Martin Schulz - patron 
The German Federal Chancellor Angela Merkel - Welcome
The Senate of the City of Berlin (Rotes Rathaus)
Bundeskanzler Willy Brandt Stiftung Berlin 
Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth
Federal Ministry for Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety  
Federal Ministry of Defence 
The Representations of the Federal States of Thüringen, Saarland, Sachsen-Anhalt, 
Schleswig-Holstein, Berlin , Rheinland-Pfalz and Mecklenburg-Vorpommern   
Yansn and the Rap-AG of the Berlin Europaschule Georg von Giesche  

Many thanks to the 27 MEP-Organisations especially the host organisation 
MEP-Germany, the MEP Europe Board, the 160 delegates, 10 Committee Presidents, 
Assistants, Orga and Admin-Staff and the three MEP-Presidents Lena Störk, 
Hendrik Pröhl und Akwasi Osei-Dwomoh.
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Christopher Lucht , Katrin Dobbrick 
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